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LIFE AND WORKS OF ROBERT LOUIS STEVENSON

Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Edinburgh in 1850 into a wealthy family
of civil engineers who were famous
for lighthouse construction. Coming
from such a respected background it
was naturally assumed that Robert
Lewis (his original name before he
adopted the French form ‘Louis’)
would follow the family tradition
by attending Edinburgh University
and go on to become a respectable
member of the city’s middle classes.
However, things were not to work out
as his family had wished. Rather than
lighthouses and stability, Robert was attracted to the dark complexities of human
nature. He chose a life of bohemian adventure.
From a young age Stevenson had been fascinated by
the scary stories recounted to him by his Calvinist nanny. A
sickly child, these terrible tales of the city’s underworld often mixed in his imagination
with the medicine he took as he lay in bed ill for weeks at a time. He was particularly
fascinated by the scandalous adventures of a man named Deacon Brodie, who one hundred years previously, had lived a double life of the utmost propriety by day and devilish
impropriety at night. The template for Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde is clear.
When finally enrolled at university the young Stevenson embarked full-heartedly on
a journey into the world of his hero, drinking in
the same disreputable taverns of the Old Town,
ddevilish impropriety: cruel wrong doing
habitually frequented by criminals, prostitutes,
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gamblers, and drunkards. Compared to the elegant Georgian splendour of Edinburgh’s
New Town the impoverished environs of the historic centre were squalid in the extreme. However, they gave licence to a sense of rebellion and liberty. Stevenson revelled in the freedom that this immoral life offered, especially when contrasted with
the heavy weight of Presbyterianism which pervaded his family home. These nights
spent behaving badly would later find their way into the obscure, gothic atmosphere
of his masterpiece. Eventually, the young libertine finished his studies as a lawyer
but he was never to practise professionally. Instead, much to the disapproval of his
family, he decided to become a writer. He began with travel stories about the various
countries he had visited. In 1882 he published a series of fictional short stories called
New Arabian Nights and in 1883 he finally made a name for himself with one of the
most famous children’s books ever written, Treasure Island. In the meantime he had
fallen in love with an American, Fanny Osbourne, ten years older and with a child
from her first marriage. He met the divorcee while travelling in France and pursued
her to the United States desperate to continue their relationship. The two eventually
married in 1880 and moved to Bournemouth, England in 1884. Now well established
as a writer but in frequent need of financial support
Stevenson continued writing prolifically. In 1886 he
achieved his greatest success, The Strange Case of
Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. The novel was an immediate bestseller receiving both critical and popular
acclaim. It cemented his reputation as an author of
import and gave him the financial independence he
needed. The book was so popular that it was even
turned into a West End show. The theatre adaptation, however, ended abruptly, when the Jack the
Ripper murders began in 1888. Fact and fiction had
become too close for public taste. However, the
notion of a split personality had entered the collective imagination. Indeed, the expression a ’ Jekyll
and Hyde character’ was often employed by newspapers as they speculated endlessly on the identity of the prostitute killer. The suggestion was
that these terrible acts in the poorest part of the
city had possibly been performed by a gentleman
revelled: to have fun
of high education and standing, corresponding dipursued: follow with the purpose of
catching
rectly to the well respected Dr. Jekyll hosting the
split: divided
terrifying Mr. Hyde.
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Having always been plagued by bad health Stevenson was forced regularly to leave the
harsh climate of Scotland and eventually took his family to live in Samoa, in the South
Pacific. He settled well on the island and developed a warm relationship with the local
inhabitants. While working on his final masterpiece, Weir of Hermiston, Steveson died
there on 3rd December 1894 at the age of 44.

Comprehension
Answer the questions. Give complete answers.
1) What was the occupation of Stevenson’s father?
................................................................................................................
2) Who was Stevenson’s childhood hero?
................................................................................................................
3) What did Stevenson study at University?
................................................................................................................
4) What was the name of the children’s book he wrote in 1883?
................................................................................................................
5) Why was the stage version cancelled in 1888?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................

p
plagued:
constantly troubled by something
hharsh: severe, hard
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GETTING INTO THE STORY
Answer the questions. Give complete answers.
1. Do you have a side to your character that you don’t let other people see? Why do you keep it
hidden?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
2. How important is it what other people think of you?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
3. If you could do any criminal act without being caught what would you do? Would you feel guilty
for doing it?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
4. What do you know about Victorian Britain?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
5. What elements do horror stories have in common?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
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PRESENTATION OF THE CHARACTERS
DR. JEKYLL

Handsome, wealthy and well respected
Dr. Jekyll is the owner of a splendid house in
Soho, London. The house has a laboratory
attached where he conducts his exotic experiments with chemicals.

MR. HYDE

MR. UTTERSON

An indescribably ugly, short man with ape like
features. He makes all who see him uneasy and
afraid. Violent and evil he moves quickly and possesses a sharp mind.

A stoical old lawyer who says little but is
wise. He is a loyal and understanding friend,
especial to those in need.
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DR. LANYON

A jovial former close friend of Dr. Jekyll.
Lanyon believes Jekyll to be a reckless
heretic while Jekyll considers Lanyon to
be a pedant.

MR. ENFIELD

POOLE

A distant relative and close friend
of Mr. Utterson. They take regular
walks together.

Loyal butler to Dr. Jekyll. He keeps
the doctor’s house in order and is
very discreet.
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CHAPTER 1

STORY OF THE DOOR
What do you think?
Answer the following questions.
1. What qualities do you appreciate in your friends?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
2. What elements do you need to create a mystery?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
3. Are there some areas of your town/city that frighten you?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
4. If you saw a crime in the street, what would you do?
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
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1

Mr. Utterson was a
man of a rugged appearance that was never
lighted by a smile. However, despite his apparent
coldness and difficult manner,
he was somehow loveable, and
when in company, when the wine
was to his taste, there was a distinct human sparkle to his eye. This
never found its way into his conversation as he was silent by nature but it did
show in his actions. He had a tolerance for
the mistakes of others and was inclined to help
rather than disapprove. Indeed, as a lawyer he was
often the last reputable friend and last good influence on the lives
of men who were in trouble. His friendship, like ivy, grew with time. One such friendship
was with Mr. Richard Enfield, a well known man about town and a distant relative. They
enjoyed Sunday walks together and though from appearances it seemed the two men had
little in common and little to say to each other their walks were a source of the greatest
pleasure. On one such occasion they were walking down an alley in a busy quarter of
London. The street was full of inviting shops and had an air of prosperity in contrast to
the surrounding neighbourhood. However, at the corner this gaiety was broken by a sinister building. It was two floors high and showed no windows. Nothing but a door on the
ground floor and marks of prolonged negligence. There was no bell or knocker on the door
and the paint was old and dirty. The door was ravaged and looked without repair for at
least a generation.
On the other side of the street, Mr. Enfield lifted his cane and pointed.
“Did you ever notice that door? In my mind
it is connected with a very odd story.”
rugged: strong, hard but attractive
“Indeed?” said Mr. Utterson, “and what
sparkle: small brilliant light
was that?”
ivy: a climbing plant that covers the walls of houses
“Well, I was coming home from some place man about town: a social and succesful young man
at the end of the world at about 3 o’clock alley: narrow street
cane: elegant walking stick
on a black winter’s morning, passing empty odd: strange
street after empty street when suddenly I ravaged: in bad condition
at the end of the world: far away from the centre
saw two figures.

11

CHAPTER 1 | STORY OF THE DOOR
One was a little man walking quickly in an eastward direction, the other a girl of about
eight or ten running as fast as possible to cross the street. The two collided at the corner,
and then came the horrible part of the thing; the man trampled calmly over the girl’s
body and left her screaming on the ground. It sounds like nothing to hear but it was hellish to see.
I ran after the man, caught him and brought him back to where there was already a
group about the screaming girl: her family and a doctor. The man made no resistance
but gave me a stare so ugly that it made me sweat. I took an instant loathing to him.
The doctor said that the girl was ok, just a little frightened. And that would have been
the end of it but I saw that every time the doctor looked at my prisoner he turned white
with the desire to kill him. I knew that was in his mind and he knew it was in my mind
too: but killing not being possible, we did the next best thing. We told the man that we
would make a scandal of this that would ruin his reputation in the whole of London. If
he had any friends or any credit, he would lose them. While we explained this the
women were screaming, trying to attack him. I have never seen such a circle of hateful
faces.
And there in the middle with the coolness of Satan, stood the man. He said, “Any gentleman wishes to avoid a scene. How much money do want?”
We asked for £100 for the girl’s family. Seeing our anger he agreed and took us to this
very building. He took out a key, opened the door and went inside. After a little time he
came out with £10 and a cheque for the other £90 signed with a name that I can’t mention, though it is important to my story; it is a very well known name.
The man stayed with us until the banks opened, as we were not sure if the cheque was
genuine. But the bank gave him the money. It was not a forgery.
Utterson was sad at hearing this.
“I see you feel as I do,” continued Mr. Enfield. “Yes, it’s a very bad story. Blackmail I
suppose. A good man paying a fortune for some indiscretion of his youth.”
Mr. Utterson interrupted, “And do you know where the man who wrote the cheque lives?”
“Yes, I noticed the address on the cheque.”
“And you never asked about the place with the door?”
“No sir, it is too much the fashion of our times
to ask questions and make judgements. No, sir, I
ttrampled: to walk over, to crush
make it a rule of mine. The more it looks strange
hhellish: terrible
the less I ask.”
stare: a penetrating, fixed look
loathing: strong dislike
“A very good rule, too, “ said the lawyer. “But
forgery: false
I would like to ask one point: I want to ask the
blackmail: the threat to reveal a bad secret unless money is paid
name of that man who trampled over the child.”
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“Well, I can’t see what harm it would do. It was a man of the name of Hyde.”
“Hm,” said Utterson. “What does he look like?”
“He is not easy to describe. There is something wrong with his appearance: something
displeasing. I never saw a man I so disliked. He must be deformed, he gives a strong feeling of deformity, although I couldn’t specify what. He is an extra-ordinary looking man,
but I really can’t describe him. And it’s not because I don’t remember him, I can see him
at this very moment”.
Utterson was silent for a while. “And you are sure he used a key?”
“Yes,” replied Enfield a little surprised.
“If I haven’t asked you the name of the man who wrote the cheque that is because I know
it already,” Utterson sighed deeply.
The two gentlemen promised not to discuss the matter again.
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES
1 - Into the TEXT
True or false
PET Look at the following sentences about Chapter One. Circle true or false for the following
statements.
1. Mr. Utterson is a very talkative man.

T

F

2. Mr. Utterson likes fine wine and good company.

T

F

3. Mr. Utterson is not sympathetic to people in trouble.

T

F

4. Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson didn’t enjoy their walks together.

T

F

5. Mr. Enfield witnessed the girl being trampled on by the small man at 3am.

T

F

6. Mr. Enfield caught the man who had trampled the girl.

T

F

7. Mr. Enfield had a positive impression of the man he had just caught.

T

F

8. The crowd around the small man wanted to kill him.

T

F

9. The man refused to pay the money as compensation for his terrible act.

T

F

10.Mr. Hyde is easy to describe.

T

F

11.Mr. Enfield believes that the man who wrote the cheque is the victim of blackmail.

T

F

12.Mr. Utterson does not know who signed the cheque.

T

F

T

F

13.Mr. Utterson and Mr. Enfield promise to discuss the story together again
in the future.
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2 - Working with LANGUAGE
MODALS: OBLIGATION/NON-OBLIGATION, PROHIBITION
Must - Have To
We use must and have to to express obligation. We use mustn’t to express prohibition and
we use don’t have to to express the absence of obligation.
1 must, have to ( obligation, it is necessary)
Ex. The killer must be caught before he kills again.
Scientists have to do a lot of experiments before they can prove a theory
2 don’t have to (non-obligation, it isn’t necessary)
Ex. Dr. Jekyll is from a wealthy family, he doesn’t have to work.
Mr. Utterson didn’t have to be told who the house belonged to, he already knew.
3 mustn’t (prohibition, forbidden)
Ex. Dr. Jekyll informs his butler that he mustn’t let any visitors enter the house.
Utterson mustn’t read the will until after Dr. Jekyll’s death or disappearance.

Fill in gaps with mustn’t or don’t have to / doesn’t have to.
1. Dr. Jekyll…………reveal his connection to Mr. Hyde if wants to avoid damaging his reputation.
2. Mr. Hyde ....................... worry about paying for his crimes as he knows Dr. Jekyll will help him.
3. Mr. Utterson………………… help his friend but he wants to.
4. Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson ………………………talk to enjoy the each others company.
5. Dr. Jekyll………………….be disturbed when he is in the laboratory.
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6. Mr. Hyde…………………be allowed to go unpunished for his crime.

7. Mr. Enfield……………………………….catch Mr. Hyde but he feels it his duty.
8. Mr. Enfield and Mr. Utterson agree that scandalous stories……………………………………be
talked about in public.

3 - Beyond theTEXT
Speaking
Mr. Hyde is willing to pay the large sum of £100 to protect his reputation as a gentleman.
1. Why is reputation so important in society?
2. What do you think would be an appropriate punishment for Mr. Hyde’s crime?
Discuss with a partner and present your conclusions to the class.
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