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LIFE AND WORKS OF SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE
Arthur Conan Doyle was born in Edinburgh on
22 May 1859. His father, Charles Altamont
Doyle, was English, and his mother, Mary
Foley, was Irish. They married in 1855.
In 1864 the family was broken up when
his parents divorced due to Charles’s
growing alcoholism. Conan Doyle
temporarily lived in houses across
Edinburgh. In 1867, the family came
together again and lived in very poor
conditions.
Fortunately, Doyle had very rich uncles. These uncles paid for Doyle to go to
school at Stonyhurst School. He then spent
a year in Austria. After this year abroad,
Conan Doyle returned to Edinburgh to study
medicine at Edinburgh University. It was here that
Conan Doyle got his idea for his famous Sherlock Holmes character. While studying at the university, one of his professors used a method of
deduction to diagnose a patient. This became the basis of Sherlock Holmes’s deductive
approach to solving crimes. Conan Doyle graduated from university in 1885 and moved
to Southsea to set up his medical practice. When Conan Doyle did not have much to do
at work, he began writing detective stories to make money and to kill time. His first story
starring the London detective Sherlock Holmes was called A Study in Scarlet and was
published in 1887. Many stories followed this original one such as; A Scandal in Bohemia, A Case of Identity, The Man with the Twisted Lip and The Adventure of the Copper
Beeches. These first stories were published in The Strand Magazine and then were put
into a collection called The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes in 1892. In 1894, another se-
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LIFE AND WORKS OF SIR ARTHUR CONAN DOYLE
lection of stories was collected and called
The Memoirs of Sherlock Holmes.
Conan Doyle wrote other novels in his
writing career, but they could never be
as popular as his Sherlock Holmes classics. So he decided to kill his beloved
detective character in 1893 in a book set
in Austria. The public was outraged at
the death of their favourite London detective and begged Doyle to bring him back.
Doyle brought Holmes back to life in The
Return of Sherlock Holmes. He wrote that the
crafty Sherlock Holmes was somehow able to escape death.
Doyle become such an extremely successful writer that he
did not have to work as a doctor anymore, so he decided to give up his practice. In 1902,
Doyle was knighted by Edward VII for his defence of British policy in the South African
war. Unfortunately, Doyle’s son died in World War I. After the death of his son, Doyle
became a spiritualist and began writing books dealing with this subject, such as The Wanderings of a Spiritualist.
Doyle died of a heart attack at the age of 71 on 7 July 1930. His last words were directed
toward his wife: “You are wonderful.”

Comprehension
Read the statements and decide whether they are True or False. Correct the statements that
are false.
1) Conan Doyle’s father was an alcoholic.

T

F

2) Sherlock Holmes is based on one of his professors.

T

F

3) He began writing after he had set up a medical practice.

T

F

4) Sherlock Holmes was introduced to the world in 1887.

T

F

5) The public wanted Conan Doyle to kill off Sherlock Holmes.

T

F

6) He had to continue working as a doctor to make money.

T

F

7) He became a spiritualist following his son’s death.

T

F

8) Conan Doyle’s last words were for his son.

T

F
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GETTING INTO THE STORY
Answer the following questions.
1) Have you ever read a detective story before? Which one?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
2) Are crime shows popular in your country on television? What are some of the most popular ones?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
3) Do you know the names of any other famous
detectives or policemen? Who?
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
.......................................................
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PRESENTATION OF THE CHARACTERS

SHERLOCK HOLMES

DR WATSON

The famous detective who
lives at 221B Baker Street.

The narrator of the novel.
He helps Sherlock Holmes
with the case.

DR MORTIMER
SIR CHARLES BASKERVILLE

Family friend and doctor to the Baskervilles.
The head of the Baskerville estate.

SIR HENRY BASKERVILLE

The late Sir Charles’ nephew and closest living relative.

MR & MRS BARRYMORE

The long-time servants of Baskerville Hall.

MR STAPLETON
MISS STAPLETON
MR FRANKLAND
LAURA LYONS
SELDEN

A neighbour of the Baskervilles.
Supposedly the sister of Mr Stapleton.
An old man who lives on the moor.
A young woman and daughter of Mr Frankland.
An escaped murderer from prison.
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CHAPTER 1

A MYSTERY VISITOR
Matching
Match the following words with their pictures.
surgeon

magnifying glass

coffee pot

8

frock coat

stick

skull

CHAPTER 1 | A MYSTERY VISITOR

1

Mr Sherlock Holmes was usually very late in the mornings, but today he was already at the breakfast table. I stood on the rug near the fireplace and picked up the
stick a visitor left the night before. It was a fine, thick piece of wood. There was an inscription near the top of the stick. It read:
To James Mortimer, MRCS, from his friends of the CCH, 1884
It was exactly the type of stick that a family practitioner usually carries with him – dignified, solid and reassuring.
“Well, Watson, what do you think of the stick?”
Holmes was sitting with his back to me and I had not announced my presence to him.
“How did you know I was here and looking at the stick? I believe you have eyes on the
back of your head.”
“Ah, no, I do not have eyes on the back of my head, Watson. But I have a silver coffee
pot in front of me in which I can see your reflection,” he said. “But, tell me, what do you
think of our friend’s stick? This stick is very important since we missed the opportunity
to meet the man who left it here. Let me hear your description of this visitor by examining the stick.”
“Well, I think he must be a successful elderly medical man. He must be a respected man
because he was given this stick as a sign of appreciation by his friends.”
“Good!” Holmes said. “Excellent!”
“I also think that he lives out in the country and
MRCS: Member of the Royal College of
does a lot of his visits on foot.”
Surgeons
Family practitioner: family doctor
“Why do you think this, Watson?”
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“Because the stick has fallen into bad condition, which must mean the man does a lot of
walking with his stick.”
“Perfect logic!” Holmes said.
“And then there is friends of the CCH. I guess that the CCH could stand for the local hunting club. Maybe our visitor gave assistance to some members of the club and they gave
him this stick in return.”
“You have really outdone yourself, Watson!” said Holmes, lighting a cigarette. “Some
people who do not possess genius have an amazing ability to stimulate. I confess, my
friend, that I am in great debt to you.”
Holmes had never said these words to me before and I must admit that I took pleasure in
them. In that moment, he took the stick from me and examined it for a few minutes with his
naked eye. Then a look of interest came on his face and he put down his cigarette. He walked
with the stick to the window and began examining it again with a magnifying glass.
“Interesting,” Holmes said, returning to his favourite corner of the sofa. “There are
certainly one or two indications on the stick. It gives us the basis for many deductions.”
“Have I missed something?” I asked. “I don’t think I have overlooked anything.”
“I am afraid to tell you, Watson, that most of your conclusions were wrong. When I said
that you stimulated me, I meant that your errors guided me to the truth. But you are not
completely wrong – the man is a practitioner, he certainly works in the country, and he
walks a lot.”
“Then I was right!”
“Well, not entirely, Watson. I do not think that the stick was given to the man by friends
at the hunting club. I would suggest that a stick given to a doctor is more likely to come
from a hospital. And when you put the words “Charing Cross” before the word hospital,
you have the initials of CCH.”
“You could be right.”
“And if we take my ideas as a hypothesis of the visitor, we will have a fresh basis from
which we can begin to identify the man.”
“Well, if we suppose that CCH stands for Charing Cross Hospital, what other conclusions
can we make?” I asked.
“Let’s think of the occasion of the gift. When do friends usually unite and wish good luck
to another person? Obviously at the moment Dr Mortimer retired from the hospital in the
town in order to start his own practice in the country. So, can we say that the gift was given
on occasion of Dr Mortimer’s change?”
“It seems probable.”
“We can also assume that he was not a very imporTTo outdo oneself: to do better than you
usually do
tant man at the hospital. A well-established man
To overlook: to not notice
would not leave his job at a London hospital to
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work in the country. He is probably a house physician, or house surgeon, or only a senior
student. And we can also say that he left the hospital five years ago – the date is on the
stick. So he cannot be an old man. He is probably a young man, in his twenties, unambitious, absent-minded, and the possessor of a favourite dog. This dog is most likely larger
than a terrier but smaller than a mastiff.”
I laughed in disbelief as Sherlock Holmes blew rings of smoke in the air.
“I do not doubt the last part of your hypothesis,” I said, “but it should not be too difficult
to find out a bit of information about the man’s age and professional career.”
I went over to my little shelf, took down the Medical Directory, and looked up the name
Dr Mortimer. There were many Mortimers in the book, but only one could be our visitor.
I read his record to Holmes:
Mortimer, James, MRCS, 1882, Grimpen, Dartmoor, Devon. House surgeon from 1882
to 1884, at Charing Cross Hospital.
“I think my conclusions are justified: only an unambitious man leaves London to work in
the country, and only an absent-minded man leaves his stick instead of a visiting-card.”
“And the dog?” I asked.
“It seems that the dog usually carries the stick in his mouth. The marks of its teeth are
clearly visible in the stick. If we examine the spaces between these teeth marks, it can’t
be a terrier because the dog’s jaw is too wide and it can’t be a mastiff because the jaw is
not wide enough. It must be a curly-haired spaniel!”
He was now standing up and pacing the room as he spoke. Then he stopped by the window. There was so much conviction in his voice that I looked up at him in surprise.
“How can you be so sure?” I asked.
“For the simple reason that I can see the dog on our
doorstep, and there is the ring of its owner at the
door. Please, Watson, don’t move. He is in
the same profession as you and your presence will be of assistance to me. Now is
the moment of fate, Watson: What does
Dr Mortimer, a man of science, want
from Sherlock Holmes, a specialist in
crime? Come in!”
House physician: doctor
Absent-minded: distracted
To pace: to walk without a particular
direction
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The physical appearance of our visitor was a surprise to me. I had imagined a typical
country practitioner, but this man was very tall and thin. He had a long nose and his two
grey eyes were behind gold coloured glasses. He was dressed in a professional but untidy
way. His frock-coat seemed dirty and his trousers were well-worn. Our visitor was young,
but he was already losing his hair in the front. As he entered the room, he looked at the
stick in Holmes’s hand and ran towards it.
“Oh, I’m so happy that you have my stick!” he said. “I wouldn’t lose that stick for the
world.”
“This stick from the Charing Cross Hospital?” Holmes asked.
“Yes, from one or two of my friends from the hospital on occasion of my marriage.”
“Your marriage, you say? That disorders our little deduction of you…”
“Yes, my marriage. I married and left the hospital in order to start a consulting practice in
the country. It was necessary to make a home for myself now that I was married.”
“Ah, we were not completely wrong after all,” Holmes said. “Come, come Dr James
Mortimer.”
“Mister, sir. Not doctor. I am just a humble MRCS. You interest me very much Mr
Holmes. I would love to make a cast of your skull. It would be an ornament to any anthropological museum. I don’t want to compliment you too much, sir, but I confess that
I desire your skull.”
Sherlock Holmes asked our strange visitor to sit in a chair.

Humble: modest
TTo make a cast: to make a copy
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“I presume, sir,” Holmes said, “that you did not come to my house just to examine my
skull?”
“No, no; I came to you last night, Mr Holmes, because I am suddenly faced with a rather
serious and extraordinary problem. And I know that you are the top expert in Europe.”
“Excuse me, Dr Mortimer,” Holmes interrupted, “without wasting more time, would you
please clearly explain the exact nature of the problem for which you ask my assistance?”
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES
1 - Into the TEXT
Multiple Choice
PET Tick (✓) the correct answer for each of the following questions.
1) How did Sherlock Holmes know Watson was

c. For his graduation.

in the room?

d. For his hunting.

a. He heard a noise from the coffee pot.
b. Watson started making coffee.

4) Why does Holmes say the man is “unambitious”?

c. He could see his reflection in the coffee
pot.

a. Because he forgot his stick in their
house.

d. From a simple deduction.

b. Because he is not a very rich man.
c. Because he left London for the country.

2) Why does Watson think the visitor walks a lot?

d. Because the stick is worn out.

a. The stick is worn out.
b. The stick is broken in two pieces.

5) Why must the dog be a curly haired spaniel?

c. Because the man has a dog.

a. Its jaw is too wide for a mastiff and a
terrier.

d. His shoes are in bad condition.

b. Its jaw is too narrow for a terrier and
mastiff.

3) Why does Holmes think the man was given a
stick?

c. Its jaw is too wide for a terrier and too
narrow for a mastiff.

a. For his marriage.
b. For his change of job.

d. Its jaw is too narrow for a terrier and
too wide for a mastiff.

Questions
Answer the following questions.
1) How does Watson describe the physical appearance of the visitor?
.......................................................................................................................................................
2) Why did Dr Mortimer leave the hospital in London?
.......................................................................................................................................................
3) What does the visitor want to do with Holmes’s skull?
.......................................................................................................................................................
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2 - Working with LANGUAGE
Modal Verbs of Deduction – Must and Can’t
Must and Can’t are modal verbs and are used for logical deduction.
We use must when we are sure that something is true because there is very strong evidence.
Focus on the text: He must be a respected man because he was given this stick as a sign
of appreciation by his friends. (Only a very well respected man would receive such a gift of
appreciation)
We use can’t when we are sure something is not true.
Focus on the text: it can’t be a terrier because the dog’s jaw is too wide and it can’t be a
mastiff because the jaw is not wide enough. (The teeth marks do not correspond to those of
a terrier or a mastiff, so it’s not possible to be either one)

Read over the following sentences and make a deduction with the words in the brackets.
He is very tall and athletic. (basketball) → He must be good at basketball.
1) It is 9:00am and he still hasn’t arrived. (traffic)
.......................................................................................................................................................
2) Sarah is younger than Jessica! (not mother)
.......................................................................................................................................................
3) It’s -10 degrees outside and you haven’t got a jacket. (freezing)
.......................................................................................................................................................
4) He just ate two cheeseburgers and a hot dog. (not hungry)
.......................................................................................................................................................
5) She doesn’t want to talk to anyone. (bad mood)
.......................................................................................................................................................

3 - Beyond the TEXT
Writing
Chapter 1 ends with Sherlock Holmes asking the man to stop wasting time and explain his
problem. What do you think this man’s problem is? Pretend that you are the visitor and write
a short paragraph of about 60-80 words explaining your problem to Mr Holmes.
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CHAPTER 2

THE CURSE OF THE BASKERVILLES
Fill in the blanks
PET Read an excerpt from the following chapter and circle A, B, C or D to fill in the gaps.
“Ok, but I am going to tell you things I’ve never told anyone before. On the night of Sir Charles death,
Mr Barrymore called me to the Baskerville Hall. I knew that Sir Charles (1) .................... not been
well and that he had had serious heart problems. In the months before his (2) ....................,
he had become obsessed with Hugo and the curse of the Baskervilles. He truly believed that he
(3) .................... hear the hound at night, and he swore that he had seen it on a few occasions. I was very worried about him. It’s very dangerous for a man with a bad heart to live in constant
anxiety. So I advised him to go to London for a bit to relax and take care of his anxiety problems.
(4) ...................., Sir Charles died before he could go to London. When I arrived on the scene, I found
Sir Charles’ body near his house. The cause of death seemed to be a massive heart attack. Police think
that he was standing by his gate when something caused him to panic and run. (5) .................... he
was dead, he still had a look of complete terror on his face. There were no signs of injury on his body.”
1) a. has
b. have
c. had
d. hadn’t
2) a. dying
b. death
c. died
d. die
3) a. should
b. would
c. will
d. could
4) a. Unfortunate
b. Fortunately
c. Unfortunately
d. Fortunate
5) a. Despite
b. Even though
c. In spite of
d. Even
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2

“In my pocket I have a manuscript which will help you understand my situation,
Mr Holmes,” Dr Mortimer said. “It was given to me after a patient and dear friend
of mine died three months ago. His name was Sir Charles Baskerville. He was a practical
and unimaginative man, but he took this document very seriously.”
Holmes took the manuscript from Dr Mortimer and said, “It appears to be a statement of
some sort.”
“You are right, Mr Holmes. It is a statement of a certain legend about the Baskerville family. The manuscript is not very long and it is closely connected with the case I want you to
investigate. It’s about a horrible, evil man named Hugo Baskerville. With your permission
I would like to read it to you.”
Sherlock Holmes sat back in his chair and closed his eyes as Dr Mortimer put on his
glasses and began reading the manuscript.
“Many years ago Hugo Baskerville fell in love with the daughter of a yeoman. However,
this young girl knew that Hugo was a horrible man and feared him greatly. She had no
intention of being with him. So Hugo and a group of men forcefully took this girl from
her house and brought her to Baskerville Hall. They imprisoned the girl in Hugo’s house
and then they went downstairs to drink. While the men were dancing, singing and getting
drunk, the young girl was able to escape without them noticing. At one point during the
night, Hugo went upstairs to check on his prisoner. He became absolutely furious when he
found out that the girl was gone, and so he chased
after her across the moor on his black horse. The
Yeoman: a man who cultivates land
other drunken men followed behind Hugo and
Moor: a tract of uncultivated land
Drunken: intoxicated
joined the pursuit.
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After a short time, the men heard frightening screams coming from a few metres in front
of them. The men were all very scared, but three of the bravest men rode to the place
where they had heard the screams coming from. When the men arrived on the scene, they
saw the young girl and Hugo lying on the ground. They were both dead. But it was not the
dead bodies that terrified the men: It was the large, black beast that was standing over the
dead body of Hugo. The devilish creature had the shape of a hound, but it was much bigger than any hound their eyes had ever seen. The evil animal had its sharp teeth around
Hugo’s neck and was taking out pieces of his throat. When the beast looked at them, the
men could see the demonic creatures’ red eyes and blood dripping from its jaws. The three
men screamed and rode away as quickly as possible. But their lives were never the same
after that day. They say that one man died that same night from the terrifying images, and
that the other two men were broken men ever since the incident. From that moment on a
curse has been over the Baskerville family. Many other family members have had bloody
and mysterious deaths.”
When Dr Mortimer finished reading about the curse of the Baskervilles, he took off his
glasses and looked over to Sherlock Holmes. But Holmes simply yawned and threw his
cigarette into the fire.
“Well, do you find it interesting, Mr Holmes?” Dr Mortimer asked.
“If you are a collector of fairy tales, then the story is very interesting,” Sherlock Holmes
replied.
After hearing Sherlock Holmes’ disinterest in the case, Dr Mortimer took out a newspaper
from his pocket.
“Ok, Mr Holmes,” he said, “I’m sure that this article from the Devon County Chronicle
will give you something to think about. It’s from the 14th of June of this year. It’s a short
article about the death of Sir Charles Baskerville.”
Dr Mortimer put on his glasses once again and began reading:
“The circumstances connected with the death of Sir Charles are still not entirely clear,
even after the police investigation. However, the facts of the case are quite simple: Sir
Charles Baskerville had the habit of going out for a walk down the famous Yew Alley
every night before going to bed. On the night of his death, he went out for a walk but never
returned. At twelve o’clock, the butler of the house, Mr Barrymore, went out to look for
his master. Mr Barrymore found his master lying dead in the Alley later that night. No
signs of violence were found on the body.”
Dr Mortimer folded the newspaper and put it back into his pocket.
“Thank you,” Holmes said, “this case definitely has some interBroken: demoralized
esting elements. You have told me all the public facts, now I want
TTo yawn: when you’re
you to tell me the private ones.”
tired, you yawn
Butler: a servant
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“Ok, but I am going to tell you things I’ve never told anyone before. On the night of
Sir Charles death, Mr Barrymore called me to Baskerville Hall. I knew that Sir Charles
had not been well and that he had serious heart problems. And in the months before his
death, he had become completely obsessed with Hugo and the curse of the Baskervilles.
He truly believed that he could hear the hound at night, and he swore that he had seen
it on a few occasions. I was very worried about him. It’s very dangerous for a man with
a bad heart to live in constant anxiety. So I advised him to go to London for a bit to
relax and take care of his anxiety problems. Unfortunately, Sir Charles died before he
could go to London. When I arrived on the scene, I found Sir Charles’ body near his
house. The cause of death seemed to be a massive heart attack. Police think that he was
standing by his gate when something caused him to panic and run. Even though he was
dead, he still had a look of complete terror on his face. There were no signs of injury
on his body.”
“Anything else of importance,” Holmes asked.
“Yes, there were footprints.”
“Footprints? A man’s or woman’s?”
“Mr Holmes,” Dr Mortimer whispered, “they were the footprints of a giant hound!”
Holmes considered this last piece of information and said, “So let’s put this into clear
words, your opinion is that there is a diabolical beast that will kill any Baskerville – that
is your opinion?”
“Yes, Mr Holmes. There is evidence that this legend might be true.”
“Then, how can I assist you?” Holmes asked.
“You must tell me what I should do with Sir Henry Baskerville. He is arriving at Waterloo
Station in exactly one hour and a quarter.”
“And Sir Henry is the only heir to the Baskerville estate?”
“Yes,” Dr Mortimer replied. “Sir Charles had only two brothers, both of them were
younger. The youngest brother, Roger, was the black sheep of the family and was
a horrible person exactly like Hugo Baskerville. He left England and moved to
Central America, where he died in 1876 of yellow fever. The other brother, who
had a son named Henry, died at a very young age. So Sir Henry is the only remaining Baskerville. This is why I am here Mr Holmes. I need your help. What should
I do?”
“I recommend you take a cab to Waterloo Station and meet Sir Henry Baskerville.”
“And then?”
“Don’t say anything to him until I have made up
To swear: to promise
my mind about what to do.”
To recommend: to suggest
To make up your mind: to make a
decision
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“How long do you think it will take to make up your mind, Mr Holmes?”
“I promise you that I will have decided what to do in twenty four hours. At ten o’clock
tomorrow, Dr Mortimer, I want you to return here with Sir Henry.”
“Ok, I will bring Sir Henry to you at ten o’clock tomorrow morning.”
Dr Mortimer wrote down the appointment on his notepad and then ran off to meet Sir
Henry Baskerville. Then Sherlock Holmes turned to me and said, “Please, give me my
violin, Watson. We will not think about this case anymore until Dr Mortimer has returned
with Sir Henry.”
The Next Morning…
After breakfast, Holmes waited in his chair for the interview with Sir Henry Baskerville
that Dr Mortimer had promised him. At ten o’clock, we heard a knocking at the door: Dr
Mortimer and Sir Henry were right on time. Dr Mortimer walked in first and behind him
was a small man with dark eyes. He looked about thirty years old and had a strong, threatening face. His face had all the signs of a man who has spent a lot of time outside
in the countryside working, but it also had the air of an English gentleman.
“I present to you Sir Henry Baskerville,” Dr Mortimer announced.
“Ah yes,” Sir Henry said, “and the strange thing is that I was planning to come to you on my own, even before Dr Mortimer asked
me to come see you. You see, I have heard that you are an
expert in solving puzzles, and I have had quite a strange
experience this morning in London. I hope that you
can clear up this problem.”
“Please, sit down,” Holmes said. “Now, tell about
this strange experience you had this morning.”
“It’s nothing of importance, probably only a
joke. This morning a letter came for me at
the hotel.”
Sir Henry reached into his jacket, took
out the letter and placed it on the table.
“Who knew you were at the hotel?”
Holmes asked.
“No one. We only decided where I
would stay when Dr Mortimer met me

Right on time: punctual
Clear up: solve
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at the station. There was no possible indication that I intended to stay in this hotel.”
“Hmm, someone seems to be very interested in your movements, Sir Henry.”
After saying this, Holmes picked up the envelope from the table, took out the letter, and
placed it on the table. Written upon the letter were the words:

“Mr Holmes,” Sir Henry said, “I hope that you can tell me what this means.”
“Well, let’s look at the words. It is obvious that they have been cut out from a newspaper.
In my professional opinion, it looks like they have been taken from The Times.”
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“So, someone cut these words out of the newspaper with scissors?” Sir Henry replied.
“Precisely,” Holmes responded.
“Is there anything else you can see from these words?” Sir Henry asked.
“Yes, there are two other indications on the letter: The address is written in messy handwriting, but The Times is read only by the highly educated. So we can deduce that the
address was written by an educated man who wants to appear as an uneducated one. Also,
we can see that the words were not cut on an accurate line. This means that the man was
in a hurry.”
Holmes put the letter back on the table and looked at Sir Henry.
“Is there any chance you have been followed?” Holmes asked.
“No, why in the world would anyone follow me?”
“We are coming to that,” Holmes replied. “Has anything else out of the ordinary happened
that you want to tell me?”
“Well, to tell you the truth, I couldn’t find one of my boots this morning. I put both of them
outside my door last night, but when I woke up, one was missing.”
“It seems a useless thing to steal,” Sherlock Holmes said. “I’m sure that when you return
to your hotel, you will find it.”
“And now, gentlemen, I have told you everything I know. Now it is time that you tell me
everything you know.”
At this point Dr Mortimer began telling Sir Henry all about Sir Charles’ tragic death and
the curse of the Baskervilles. Sir Henry listened with the deepest attention.
“Now we must decide if you should go to Baskerville Hall or not,” Holmes
said.
“Why should I not go?” Sir Henry asked.
“It seems to be a dangerous place for you to go,” Holmes
replied.
“Well, Mr Holmes,” Sir Henry said, “I want to tell
you that there is no devil in Hell that can prevent
me from returning to the home of my ancestors.
That is my final answer. Now, look here, it’s
half past eleven and I would like to return to
my hotel. Would you and your friend, Dr
Watson, like to have lunch with us?”

Messy: unorganised
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“That sounds nice. Would you like me to call a cab for you?”
“No, we’d prefer to walk.”
“Then we shall meet again at two o’clock. Good morning,” Holmes said.
The two men said goodbye, descended down the stairs and left. As soon as the front door
closed, Sherlock Holmes turned to me with excitement in his eyes and said, “Quick! Get
your boots and hat, Watson! We haven’t got a moment to lose!”
When we got out on the street, we could see Sir Henry and Dr Mortimer about 200 metres
in front of us. The two men were walking in the direction of Oxford Street. We continued
following the men to Oxford Street and then down Regent Street, until Holmes stopped
and shouted, “That’s our man, Watson! Let’s go get a good look at his face.”
Following the direction of his eyes, I saw that Holmes was looking at a cab on the other
side of the street. Inside the cab, a man with a black bushy beard was staring at us through
the window. Instantly the man in the cab screamed something to the driver and the cab
took off down the street very quickly. A few seconds later and the cab had already disappeared down Regent Street.
Holmes desperately looked for another cab but it was too late.
“What a pity we did not get the number of the cab!”
“My dear, Watson, you should know me better by now. 2704 is our man. But that does not
help us at the moment. Can you remember the man’s face in the cab?”
“I am afraid that I only saw the beard.”
“Me too. But it was probably a false
beard…”

Cab: taxi
Bushy beard: a thick, full beard
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES
1 - Into the TEXT
Summarising
Complete the following sentences using the correct information from Chapter 2.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

Dr Mortimer was given the manuscript .....................................................................................
The young girl did not want to be with Hugo because ..............................................................
The three men were terrified because .......................................................................................
Dr Mortimer advised Sir Charles to go to London because .......................................................
Dr Mortimer’s opinion about the case is that .............................................................................

True or False
Circle T or F for the following statements.
1) Sir Henry and Dr Mortimer were late to the morning appointment.

T

F

2) Sir Henry had something strange happen to him in London.

T

F

3) At first Sir Henry doesn’t think the letter is anything serious.

T

F

4) Someone wrote a threat to Sir Henry in the letter.

T

F

5) The words in the letter were written by hand.

T

F

Questions
Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1) Why does Sherlock Holmes think that the letter was made by an educated man?
.......................................................................................................................................................
2) Why does he think the man who wrote the letter was in a hurry?
.......................................................................................................................................................
3) What does Sherlock think about the missing boot?
.......................................................................................................................................................
4) Why does Sir Henry want to return to Baskerville Hall?
.......................................................................................................................................................
5) What distinctive physical feature does the man in the cab have?
.......................................................................................................................................................
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2 - Working with LANGUAGE
Gradable and Non-Gradable Adjectives
Adjectives that can vary in intensity and grade are called gradable adjectives.
Ex. hot, cold, hungry, tired, fat, etc.
A gradable adjective can be used with grading adverbs that vary the grade or intensity of
the adjective.
Ex. very, a little, extremely, fairly, intensely, rather, unusually, etc.
Focus on the text: The men were all very scared.
A non-gradable adjective cannot vary in intensity or grade.
Ex. freezing (extreme), dead (absolute), nuclear (classifying), etc.
A non-gradable adjective can only be used with non-grading adverbs.
Ex. absolutely, utterly, completely, virtually, almost, nearly, etc.
Focus on the text: he had become completely obsessed. (not he had become very obsessed)

Matching
Match the weak form of the adjective (gradable) with its stronger equivalent (non-gradable).
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)

hungry
hot
beautiful
clean
dirty
happy
pleased
cold
old
ugly

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)
g)
h)
i)
j)
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gorgeous
delighted
starving
hideous
ancient
spotless
freezing
filthy
boiling
ecstatic
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Completing
Circle the correct word to complete the sentence.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

I am absolutely bad / terrible at Maths.
We were a little tired / exhausted after our swimming lessons yesterday.
She was utterly angry / furious when she found out the truth.
Our hotel room was fairly large / immense.
They were completely surprised / euphoric when they won the match.
The way she laughs is quite unusual / unique.
It is absolutely important / essential that this work be done correctly.
She was completely puzzled / stupefied by the question.

3 - Beyond the TEXT
Notices
PET Read the following notices and circle A, B or C.
1) Dear Mr Holmes,
I need your help with Sir Henry.
Write back if you are able
to assist me.
James

a. Mr Holmes is unable to help James.
b. James wants to know if Mr Holmes can
help him.
c. Mr Holmes wants James to write him if
he needs help.
a. You can return the boot on weekends
after 7pm.

2) Missing boot!
If you have a boot, please
return it to room 123 between
7pm and 10pm from Monday
to Friday.

b. You can return the boot on weekdays
between 7pm and 10pm.
c. You can return the boot on weekdays
before 7pm and after 10pm.

3) Dear James,
Go to Waterloo Station at 10am
to meet Sir Henry. Then come
to my home at 10am
the following morning
with Sir Henry.
Sherlock

a. James and Sir Henry must go to Sherlock’s before going to the station.
b. James must meet Sir Henry at Sherlock’s the next morning.
c. James must bring Sir Henry to Sherlock’s the next morning.
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SHERLOCK HOLMES IN POP CULTURE
Created by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle in the late 1880s, Sherlock Holmes has proven to be
a timeless figure. There have been big-budget action films with Robert Downey Jr. and
Jude Law, but London’s best detective has also been the star of board games, video games
and radio shows. Sometimes he’s even been re-imagined as a dog. Let’s take a look at the
areas of pop culture in which Sherlock Holmes has appeared.

Films
Sherlock Holmes’ adventures might be the most adapted
stories in the history of Hollywood. The first known film
featuring Holmes is Sherlock Holmes Baffled made by the
American Mutoscope and Biograph Company in 1900
and only one minute long. In 2009 Robert Downey, Jr.
appeared as the detective in Sherlock Holmes (2009), directed by Guy Ritchie, and its sequel Sherlock Holmes: A
Game of Shadows (2011), with Jude Law as Dr Watson.
But films featuring Sherlock Holmes are not only limited
to English-speaking countries. Films about the London
detective who lives at 221B Baker Street are translated into almost every language world
wide, and between the years 1908 and 1911 a Danish director produced 13 short films
based on Sherlock Holmes, including Sherlock Holmes i Bondefangerkløer.

TV Series
Sherlock Holmes is just
as famous on the small
screen as he is on the big
screen. There have been
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more than 20 film series created on the character of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. The first came
in 1951 when the BBC released a mini series called Sherlock Holmes starring Alan Wheatley
as Holmes and Raymond Francis as Watson. However, many people consider the Granada
Television adaptations made from 1984 to 1994 called The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes,
with Jeremy Brett as Holmes, as the TV series that most accurately retells the original story
written by Doyle. In 2008, the BBC announced Sherlock, a contemporary remake of Arthur
Conan Doyle’s stories. This version features Sherlock Holmes in a modern-day London.
Benedict Cumberbatch stars as Sherlock Holmes, with Martin Freeman as Doctor Watson.
The story has received very positive feedback, and is currently in its third season.

Broadway
The actor most associated with Holmes on stage was William Gillette, who wrote, directed, and starred in a popular
play called Sherlock Holmes in seven different productions
on Broadway from 1899, while the stories were still being
published, to 1930. His version of Holmes contributed
greatly to the popular image of the character. He is also described as smoking several different types of pipes, varying
them with his mood. William Gillette may be the most famous actor to play Sherlock Holmes on Broadway, but the
first was John Webb when he starred as Holmes in a play
written by Charles Rodgers in 1894.

Radio
There have been many radio adaptations (over 750 in
English) of Doyle’s beloved character. One of the most
famous radio appearances featured Orson Welles as Sherlock Holmes in an adaptation of one of William Gillette’s
plays. This was broadcast in September 1938 as part of
the “Mercury Theatre on the Air” series on CBS Radio.
During the early 1940s on American Radio, Basil Rathbone and Nigel Bruce performed as the crime-fighting
duo in several series of the original Sherlock Holmes stories on The New Adventures of
Sherlock Holmes radio show. These broadcasts were not closely based on Doyle’s cases.
Most recently, in 2005, Jim French and his company began a new series based on Conan Doyle’s
original tales called The Classic Adventures of
AAccurately: correctly, precisely
Sherlock Holmes.
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Games
221B Baker Street: The Master Detective Game is a board
game based on Arthur Conan Doyle’s fictional detective Sherlock Holmes. The players have to solve cases using the clues
provided by visiting locations on the board such as 221B Baker
Street, Scotland Yard, Apothecary and Pawn Broker. The original game has twenty cases.
Sherlock Holmes and his stories are also used in the digital
universe as computer games and video games. The most successful of these games is the Adventures of Sherlock Holmes
video game series.

Comprehension
Multiple Choice
PET Tick (✓) the correct answer for each of the following questions.
1) How long was the original Sherlock Holmes film.

4) What do players have to do in the Sherlock
Holmes board game?

a. Three minutes.
b. One minute.

a. Catch the hound of the Baskervilles.

c. Two minutes.

b. Visit locations like Scotland Yard.

d. Five minutes.

c. Solve cases by reading clues.
d. Create a digital version of his stories.

2) What is the TV series by Granada Television
best known for?

5) Which of the following sentences best summaries the reading.

a. Changing the stories of Doyle.

a. The story of Sherlock Holmes is only
famous in Britain.

b. Correctly retelling Doyle’s stories.
c. Killing off Watson.

b. Only the Sherlock Holmes books have
had success.

d. Giving Sherlock Holmes a hat.

c. The story has been put into almost
every language and format.

3) Who is the original Sherlock Holmes actor on
Broadway?

d. Doyle’s character hasn’t change since
his creation.

a. William Gillette.
b. Charles Rodgers.
c. Benedict Cumberbatch.
d. John Webb.
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