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LIFE AND WORKS OF JAMES M. BARRIE

James Matthew Barrie was born on 9 May, 1860 in Scotland,
the son of textile worker David Barrie and his wife Margaret Ogilvy. A large family, James had three brothers and
six sisters. One of his brothers, David, died at the age of
fourteen in a skating accident, and James remained deeply
affected by the tragedy. Some say David, the brother who
could never grow up, was the inspiration for Peter Pan.
As a child, James loved to entertain, playing with his friends
and siblings1. He wanted to be a writer and loved to read. In
1882 he graduated from university and soon got a job as a writer
with the Nottingham Journal. In he 1885 he moved to London.
Barrie married actress Mary Ansell in July 1894. However, they had no
children and later divorced in 1909. It was around this time that he met Sylvia Llewellyn
Davies and her children, all of whom were boys, in Kensington Park, London, and became
a close friend.He started telling stories to the boys and from this grew the idea for the play
featuring Peter Pan . Barrie was already a famous writer when he created his masterpiece.
In 1913 Barrie was made a baronet, and was granted the Order of Merit for his service
during World War I. He died in London, on July 19, 1937, and was buried at Kirriemuir,
next to his parents and one of his sisters and a brother.
Barrie wrote a lot of works during his lifetime, but only the story of Peter Pan is considered a classic today, loved by both children and adults. The idea of a never ending childhood enchants universally.
1.

siblings: brothers and sisters

Comprehension
Write the questions for the following answers:
1) On May 9th 1860
2) Three brothers and six sisters

3) In a skating accident
4) Mary Ansell
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5) Because of his service during
the World War I
6) Enchants universally

GETTING INTO THE STORY
ANSWER THE QUESTIONS
1. What do you about Peter Pan?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................

2. Do you know any stories or films with pirates in them?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................

3. What is your favourite fairy tale? Give reasons for your answer.
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
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PRESENTATION OF THE CHARACTERS
MR E MRS DARLING

JOHN

WENDY

MICHAEL

PETER PAN

TINKER BELL

NANA
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PRESENTATION OF THE CHARACTERS

THE LOST BOYS

CAPTAIN HOOK

THE PIRATES

THE REDSKINS

CROCODILE

THE MERMAIDS
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CHAPTER 1

THE BOY WHO NEVER GREW UP
Building Vocabulary
Match a word from the boxes to the correct picture.
flamingos

dog’s bed

wigwam

nightlight

fairy
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Chapter 1 | The Boy Who Never Grew Up
1

Peter Pan was a boy. He decided to never grow up, so he ran away from his house
when he was small and went to live in the Neverland.
The Neverland is an island children visit in their dreams, where anything can happen.
There is only a way to reach it: you have to be able to fly.
Peter could fly.
Sometimes, however, when he felt lonely, he went back to the human world. He listened
at nursery windows to the bedtime stories mothers told to their children. He hoped one
day to take back some playmates with him to the Neverland.
Three children called Wendy, Michael and John Darling, lived happily with their father
and mother, near Kensington Gardens. This was one of Peter’s favourite places so he
often went there. The children had an unusual nurse, her name was Nana and she was a
big Newfoundland dog. She slept in a dog’s bed in the nursery, and always woke up the
instant any of the children cried in the night. She even took them to school, carrying an
umbrella in her mouth just in case it rained.
The night Peter came to make his proposal to the three children, Nana was not there so
she could not protect them. Anyway I am happy she was not there so I can tell you this
wonderful story…
Mrs Darling was a happy and joyous lady, who loved all her children and always kissed
and hugged them .
Mr Darling was more serious. He worried about politics and did not like to have a dog
for a nursemaid.
Mrs Darling told the children bedtime stories every night. Then she tucked them in and
switched on their night lights, to keep them safe. When the children were asleep, she tidied up the nursery and wondered what they dreamt.
She did not know but they do!
They were dreaming about the Neverland. They saw a picture map of the island, splashed
with lovely colours. There was a lagoon, a pirate ship, flamingoes and a coral reef. There
was also a forest with wild beasts and savages,
lonely hiding places and possibly a witch or a goblin or two.
Neverland: it is an imaginary place,
In their dreams, John lived in a boat turned upwhere Peter Pan, Tinker Bell, The Lost
side down on the sands, Michael in a wigwam, and Boys and other creatures live
Playmates: boys and girls you play with.
Wendy in a house of leaves.
Hugged: to embrace
In the daytime, the children kept on thinking about Tucked: to put the sheets under the matthe Neverland. It was a safe place to play in, under tress
To tidy up: to put in order
the table, among the chair legs.
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Chapter 1 | The Boy Who Never Grew Up
But at night, in the nursery, just before the children fell asleep, it became real. That was
the moment when they were glad they had night lights.
Mrs Darling was puzzled because they talked so much about a boy called Peter Pan. They
said he lived with the fairies.
Mr Darling thought it must be some silly tale Nana told them.
“See what happens if you have a dog as a nurse!” he said crossly to his wife.
One day, Mrs Darling found some funny looking leaves just under the nursery window.
When she asked the children, Wendy answered:
“Peter probably dropped them, when he came
to see me last night. He’s so untidy!”
Wendy was the eldest and a very
tidy little girl herself.
“But how could he arrive here?
It’s three floors up!” wondered
Mrs Darling. “You surely
dreamt about him!”
And she did not think about
Peter Pan anymore.

crossly: with anger
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES
1 - Into the TEXT
True Or False
Circle T or False for the following statements.
1. Wendy, Michael and John live near Kensington Gardens

T

F

2. Mr Darling thinks it is a good idea have Nana for a nursemaid

T

F

3. Nana is a big Newfoundland dog

T

F

4. Mrs Darling is a sad lady

T

F

5. Mrs Darling sings the children songs

T

F

Multiple Choice
KET Tick (✔) the correct answer A, B, or C for each of the following questions.
1. Where does Peter live?

3. Mrs Darling loves her children and so:

A. The Neverland

A. She sings to them

B. Kensington

B. She buys many toys

C. A lagoon

C. She embraces them

2. When does Peter enter into the nursery?

4. Nana sleeps:

A. When the children are sleeping

A. In the kennel

B. When the children are playing

B. Under the beds

C. When the children are at school

C. In the garden

2 - Working with LANGUAGE
The Present Tense
Affirmative
To create this tense we simply use: subject + verb
To Eat ➜ I eat, you eat, we eat, you eat, they eat.
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For the third person singular we add a final –s
To Eat ➜ he eats, she eats, it eats

Negative
We form the negative like so: subject + do + not + verb
To See ➜ I do not see, you do not see, we do not see, you do not see, they do not see
For the third person singular we use: subject + does + not + verb
To See ➜ he does not see, she does not see, it does not see
Interrogative
To form the interrogative we use: do + subject + verb
To Find ➜ Do I find? Do you find? Do we find? Do you find? Do they find?
For the third person singular we use: does + subject + verb
To Find ➜ Does he find? Does she find? Does it find?
Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the Present Tense Affirmative or Present Tense
Negative.
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

The boys ............................ (to ask) many questions.
His family ............................ (to not like) his curiosity.
Mr Darling ............................ (to not love) Nana.
You ............................ (to not want) know what the Crocodile eats
The Crocodile ............................ (to pull) Hook ’s hand.

Past Simple
The Simple Past is used for:
• Actions which took place at a definite moment in the past.
Ex. Last Monday I ate a piece of fruit cake
• Past habits and routines
Ex. During my summer holidays I ran every morning.
• Actions in the past with no connection with the present.
Ex. William Shakespeare was born in 1564
We form the past simple by adding –ed to the end of regular verbs.
Open Opened, Ask Asked
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For the negative we use: Did + Not + Verb
Sleep Did not sleep
To make questions we use: Did + Subject + Verb
Close Did you close the window ?

Irregular verbs have their own form in the Past Simple. See a dictionary. However in the negative and interrogative, they function as regular verbs and are left in their base form.
Ex. Take ➜ I took it. I did not take it. Did you take it?
Use the correct form of the Base Form
Was
Slept
Went
Felt
Lived
Kissed

Lived
Kissed
Worried
Called
Slept
Worried

Came
Sold
Could
Could
Came
Told

Fill in the blanks using the Simple Past of the verbs given in brackets
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Peter Pan (to be) .................... a boy
He (to listen to) .................... me carefully
She (to sleep) .................... in a lovely cottage
They (to live) .................... in Kensington Garden
It (to rain) .................... every day

3 - Beyond the TEXT
Writing
Nana is an unusual nurse. Do you have any pets?
Write about your favourite animal and write a description about it ( use 20-30 words). Make
sure to talk about:
1)
2)
3)
4)
5)

What kind of animal is it.
What is its name.
What colour is it.
What it eats.
Any special characteristics.
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