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LIFE AND WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE
Edgar Allan Poe was born in Boston, USA, on 19 January 1809. He was the second child of actress, Elizabeth Poe and actor, David Poe. He had an older
brother, William Henry Poe and a little sister, Rosalie.
Poe was an orphan at two-years-old because his father ran away and his mother died from illness. Poe
was looked after by a rich man named John Allan
and his wife, Frances, but they did not adopt him.
They gave him Allan as his middle name.
Poe studied at the University of Virginia but he left
after a few months because he had no money. He joined
the army but did not like the military and was not a very
good soldier. After his short stay in the army, Poe left home and
moved to different cities, including Baltimore, Philadelphia, and New York.
In 1833, Poe began working for a few magazines in Baltimore. In 1835, Poe married his
13-year-old cousin, Virginia Clemm. But Virginia died five years later, and in 1849 Poe
dedicated his famous Annabel Lee to her.
However, Poe’s first collection, Tales of the Grotesque and Arabesque, appeared in 1840.
This book contained some of Poe’s most famous works, such as William Wilson and The
Fall of the House of Usher.
In 1843 Poe released two more masterpieces. The first came out in January and was called
The Tell-Tale Heart. The story is about a man who insists that he is sane even after murdering an old man because he had an evil eye. Later on, in August of 1843, Poe published
The Black Cat in «The Saturday Evening Post».
But Poe was never the same after Virginia’s death; he often drank a lot of alcohol and
took drugs. He dated lots of women like the poet, Sarah Helen Whitman and Mrs Elmira
Royster.
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LIFE AND WORKS OF EDGAR ALLAN POE
By January 1845 Poe wrote his poem, The Raven, which was loved by everyone. The
Raven also brought Poe national fame and inspired a number of artists. But Poe went mad
and tried to kill himself in 1848. He began writing his journal «The Penn »but he died
before he finished it.
In September 1849 Poe disappeared for three days after a drink at a birthday party. He
went to visit his fiancée, in Richmond, and then wanted to go to New York. But he did not
reach New York and was found very ill at Ryan’s Inn, in Baltimore.
Poe died in hospital on October 7 1849 at 40 years old, and doctors said it was from a
number of things, including alcohol, drugs, and problems with his heart.
He was buried at Westminster Presbyterian and only four people went to the funeral.
Poe’s work has been studied across the world and has been made into music, films and
television shows. There are even a few museums just about Poe. Poe’s work and his theory of “pure poetry” were recognised early especially in France, where he inspired Jules
Verne, Charles Baudelaire, Paul Valéry and StéphaneMallarmé.

Comprehension
Answer the following questions in complete sentences.
1. Why didn’t Poe finish his University degree?
................................................................................................................
2. How did Poe’s behaviour change after the death of Virginia?
................................................................................................................
3. What work did Poe leave unfinished?
................................................................................................................
4. What was the cause of his death?
................................................................................................................
5. Have you ever seen any films based on one of his novels? Which ones.
................................................................................................................
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GETTING INTO THE STORY
1) Why do you think people enjoy reading horror stories?
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................

2) What are some animals or situations that scare you most? (Spiders, closed spaces, etc. ...).
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................

3) Write about the book or film that scares you most. Explain why you think it is so terrifying. Then
compare your answer with a classmate.
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
................................................................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
.................................................................
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PRESENTATION OF THE CHARACTERS
1. THE BLACK CAT

PLUTO
the narrator’s large, black cat.

NARRATOR

NARRATOR’S WIFE

THE SECOND CAT

character with obvious
psychological issues.

kind, loyal and loving
woman.

very similar to Pluto, except for a white
spot on its chest.

2. THE TELL-TALE HEART

3. THE RAVEN

RAVEN
announces doom’s
arrival

NARRATOR
a paranoid, nervous,
mentally ill man.

NARRATOR
a sad man after the
death of his Lenore.

THE OLD MAN
has a blue eye that
terrifies the narrator.

5. THE PIT AND THE PENDULUM

4. PREMATURE BURIAL
NARRATOR

NARRATOR

He’s afraid of premature burials and death.

a man sentenced to death and
locked in a prison cell.
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1. THE BLACK CAT
Listening
1

Listen to an excerpt from the story you are about to read. Fill in the blanks with the
missing words.

When I first saw the wall I was scared and ................. I tried to find a reason for this image on the
wall. I hanged the cat in the garden next to the house, and maybe some of these people saw the cat,
................ it from the tree, and threw it into my room to wake me up. The other walls had fallen
down and pressed the cat into the plaster, and the fire burnt them ................ into the wall. I could
not get this image out of my mind. I could not get the ghost of the cat out of my mind for months.
But I did not feel guilty. I missed the animal, and I looked ................ another pet to take its place.
One night I was sitting out in the ................ and I saw a black thing lying on a barrel of alcohol.
I walked over and touched it with my hand. It was a black cat, a very large one, as large as Pluto,
and ................ except for one thing. Pluto did not have any white hairs, but this cat had a large
white ................ on its chest.
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2

This is a crazy story which all happened in my home. I am sure nobody will believe
it. But tomorrow I will die, and today I want to free my soul. I want to tell you a very
simple story of how a series of events have ruined me. But I will not try to explain them
like a calm and rational person, who thinks there is a good reason behind everything.
When I was child, everyone knew I was a gentle and kind person. My soft heart made me
the joke of all my friends. I loved animals very much, and my parents bought me many
pets. I spent most of my time with these animals and I was really happy when I fed and
stroked them. My love of animals grew as I became a man. Animals were one of the only
things that made me happy.
I married early, and I was happy to find out my wife was exactly like me. My wife knew
I loved pets, so she bought me many animals to fill our home. We had birds, goldfish, a
good dog, rabbits, a small monkey, and a cat.
This cat was a large and beautiful animal. Its coat was a deep black colour. My cat was
so intelligent that my wife did not trust him. She thought that inside every black cat was
a secret witch.
My cat was called Pluto and he was my favourite pet and my friend. I fed him, and he
followed me around the house. Our friendship lasted for many years. But day after day I
began to change more and more. I became unhappy, and I did not care about other people.
I shouted at my wife and even hit her. I also hurt my pets because I did not care about
them, but I did not touch Pluto. As time passed I
became very ill from drinking alcohol, and soon I
hurt Pluto, too.
Feed (fed): to give food
One night I came home from town and was very Stroke: to move your hand across with
drunk. I thought the cat had ignored me. He bit my gentle pressure
Shout: to speak angrily and loudly
hand, and I became angry like the devil.
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The alcohol made me go mad. I took a pen-knife from my pocket, opened it, held the cat
by his throat and cut out one of his eyes. I feel so guilty about what I did.
I slept through the night and the next morning to get rid of the alcohol in my body. I was
half shocked, half guilty for my crime, but I was okay. I drank a lot wine to forget about
what I did.
The cat got better. His missing eye made him look ugly, but he was not in pain anymore.
He walked around the house as usual, but he was frightened by me. I felt bad that he did
not love me anymore. But he made me angry and I soon forgot what was right and good.
I am sure that this feeling is one of the most basic feelings of the heart. I wanted to cause
him harm, and that made me hurt him.
One morning, in cold blood, I hanged him to the
branch of a tree. I hanged him because I knew he
Go mad: to become insane
loved me, and because I had no reason to. I hanged
Get rid of: to remove
him because I knew it was a sin, and that it would
Frightened: scared; afraid
ruin my soul.
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That night I heard someone scream, “Fire!” and my whole house burnt down. My wife, a
servant and I all escaped safely. I lost everything and I was very sad.
Did my house burn down because of what I did to the cat? The day after the fire I visited
the burnt house. I saw that one wall was still standing. There were lots of people around
this wall. They looked at a small part of it with their full attention. The people shouted
“strange” and “singular” and things of the same kind. I was more curious.
I walked up to the white wall and saw the figure of a big cat. There was a rope around the
animal’s neck.
When I first saw the wall, I was scared and confused. I tried to find a reason for this image
on the wall. I hanged the cat in the garden next to the house, and maybe some of these
people saw the cat, cut it from the tree, and threw it into my room to wake me up. The
other walls had fallen down and pressed the cat into the plaster, and the fire burnt the
image into the wall. I could not get this image out of my mind. I could not get the ghost
of the cat out of my mind for months. But I did not feel guilty. I missed the animal, and I
looked for another pet to take its place.
One night I was sitting out in the street and I saw a black thing lying on a barrel of alcohol.
I walked over and touched it with my hand. It was a black cat, a very large one, as large
as Pluto, and similar except for one thing. Pluto did not have any white hairs, but this cat
had a large white spot on its chest.
I touched the cat and it jumped, purred loudly, rubbed against my hand and was happy
with the attention. I wanted this animal.
I stroked it all evening, and when I went home, the animal wanted to come with me. When
we got home, the cat loved my house and my wife.
But I soon began to hate the cat. I did not like how much it loved me. First I was annoyed, and then I hated it. I did not go anywhere the cat went, but I did not hurt it because I
remembered what I had done in the past.
Another reason I hated the cat was that it only had one eye. But my wife loved the cat
more, because it only had one eye.
The more I hated the cat, the more it loved me. It would sit at my chair, climb on my knees
and rub against me. Every time I walked in the house it walked between my feet, causing
me to nearly fall over. Sometimes it used its claws to climb up my chest.
I wanted to kill it, but I could not because of the memory of what I did to my
other cat. I could not kill it also because this cat
scared me.
Plaster: a mixture of sand and
I was not scared because the cat was evil, but because
cement, used on walls to form a
of
what I created in my mind. My wife noticed the white
hard surface.
Except: apart from
spot on the cat’s chest. This spot was not very clear, but
Purred: the sound a cat makes
over time it became clearer.
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My life was so sad, so miserable. And this beast made my life the most miserable of them all.
I could not rest during the day or night. The animal did not leave me alone. I started to
dream of doing horrible things every time the cat was on my face, and its body weight on
my heart.
I lost the small part of good within me. My dislike of things turned into a hatred of everything. My wife was patient, but she was the unfortunate victim.
One day she came down into the cellar of the old building where we lived with me. The
cat followed me down the steep stairs and nearly tripped me over
I went mad. I took an axe and pointed it at the cat. But my wife grabbed me and stopped
my hand. I was so mad that I put the axe into her brain. She fell down dead without a
sound.
Afterwards I quickly thought of how to hide the body.
I could not take it out the house in the day or night because the neighbours would see me.
I thought about many different things. I thought about cutting the body into tiny pieces
and burning them in the fire. I thought about digging a grave in the floor. I thought about
throwing it into a well, or packing it into a box to be taken away.
I decided to put it in the wall of the cellar.
The cellar was perfect for hiding bodies. The walls
had a rough, soft plaster. One of the walls was
an old chimney. I was sure I could take the
bricks out, put the body in and close it
so no one would know.

AAxe: a sharp tool used for cutting wood
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I removed the bricks and put the body inside. I then put it all back as it was before. I covered the wall with plaster and picked up the rubbish on the floor. I felt better.
I then went to look for the animal. I decided to kill it, but I could not find it. The clever
animal knew I was angry and had hidden somewhere. But I cannot describe how peaceful
it was to be without the pet.
It did not come back during the night, and so for once, I had a good sleep. I even slept with
the weight of murder on my soul.
The second and third day went by and still the cat did not come back. I was a free man.
The monster was gone. It went away forever. I didn’t have to see its face anymore and I
was very happy.
I only felt a little bit guilty about what I had done.
The police came to my home to ask a few questions about the disappearance of my wife,
but I already prepared my answers. They searched the house but found nothing. I thought
I was free and happy.
On the fourth day the police came back to my house and began to look around the
building. I did not feel worried at all. The officers asked me to come with them
around the house. They looked everywhere, and they went back down to the
cellar.
I was calm as I walked from one side of the cellar to the other. The police were
happy and about to leave. But my happiness was so strong I could not control it.
I wanted to say something to show my innocence.
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“Gentlemen,” I said “I am glad you are now happy, and I wish you good health. By the
way gentlemen, this is a well-built house” (I needed to say something, but I did not know
what I was saying at all) “A very well-built house. These walls, gentlemen, these walls
are very strong.”
I knocked hard on the wall with a stick, the part where my wife was buried.
A voice was heard inside the wall. It sounded like a child crying. It grew into one long,
loud scream, a howl of horror and victory.
It sounded like it came from hell, from the throats of
demons. I cannot tell you what I was thinking.
The policemen stood still on the stairs. In the
next second they were breaking down the
wall. All of a sudden it fell. The body was
standing up, old and decayed. And on its
head was the cat with a red mouth and
one eye. The cat that made me murder
my wife. And now its voice has killed me. I had trapped the monster in
the tomb.
Howl: a long cry made by an animal
Decayed: decomposed
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POST-READING ACTIVITIES
1 - Into the TEXT
True or False
3

KET Read each sentence and decide whether it is True (T), False (F) or Not Mentioned
(NM) in the text.

1) The protagonist has only one more day to live.

T

F

NM

2) The protagonist has always been a mean and cruel man.

T

F

NM

3) His wife loved animals as a child.

T

F

NM

4) The protagonist developed a drinking problem.

T

F

NM

5) He had many reasons to kill his first cat, Pluto.

T

F

NM

Multiple Choice
Read the following questions then circle the correct answer.
1) What did he see in the burnt wall of his house?

c) He saw his old cat, Pluto

a) The image of his wife

d) The cellar was dirty

b) The rope
c) The figure of the cat

4) Why was he unable to kill his second cat?

d) The policeman

a) He loved it too much
b) He could not find it

2) What was different about his second cat?

c) It was already dead

a) It had two eyes

d) It never existed

b) It had a white spot
c) It had a longer tail

5) Why did he knock on the walls to show how
strong they were?

d) It had three legs

a) He forgot where he buried his wife
3) Why did the protagonist go mad going down
the stairs?

b) The policeman asked him to do it
c) He wanted to show his innocence

a) The cat got in his way

d) He was proud of his house

b) His wife made a rude comment
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2 - Working with LANGUAGE
Past Continuous
Past Simple
We use the Past Simple to talk about an action started and finished at a specific time in the
past.
Ex. I went to the cinema yesterday.
We can also use the Past Simple to talk about a completed series of actions that happened
in the past.
Ex. I woke up, took a shower, got dressed and took the underground to work.
Past Continuous
The Past Continuous Tense expresses an action at a particular moment in the past.
Ex. I was eating dinner at 6:00pm.
The Past Continuous Tense is also used to “set the scene” in stories.
Ex. In the background some people were talking on their cell phones while others were
drinking a beer.
Past Simple with Past Continuous
We often use these two past tenses together. We use the Past Continuous Tense to express
a long action, and we use the Simple Past Tense to express a short action that interrupts the
long action. We can join the two ideas with when or while.
Ex. I was watching the football match when my phone rang.
While I was doing my homework, my brother walked in my room.
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Fill in the blanks with the correct use of the Past Simple or Past Continuous.
1)
2)
3)
4)

We ....................... (live) in Japan two years ago.
The thieves ....................... (rob) the bank late last night.
What ....................... (you, do) at 9am this morning?
I . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (go) to the supermarket, . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (buy) a loaf of bread, then
....................... (return) home.
5) He . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (drive) at night. It . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . (rain) and the wind
....................... (blow).
Complete the sentences with the Past Simple and Past Continuous.

1)
2)
3)
4)

We ....................... (have) dinner when it ....................... (begin) to snow.
While he ....................... (play) football, he ....................... (break) his ankle.
I ....................... (walk) to school when I ....................... (see) my best friend at the café.
She ....................... (fall) and ....................... (cut) her knee while she .......................
(run) home.
5) They ....................... (not look) when we ....................... (wave) to them.

3 - Beyond the TEXT
Animal Cruelty
In this story you read about a man who at first loved animals then began to hate them. His
hatred grew so much towards his cat that he hurt it physically. With a partner discuss the following questions, and then compare your answers with the class.

1) Why do you think people are violent towards animals?
2) What do you think is an appropriate punishment for people who commit crimes against animals?
3) Do you think there is a connection between animal cruelty and human violence?
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